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of which time, I gradually drew the first knot. The patient was then 
asked if he felt anything different from usual. He replied, he thought not. 
This was no sooner spoken than vision in the left eye was lost. Appre¬ 
hensive that more serious consequences would soon follow, I waited half an 
hour, and as by this time his sight had become partially restored, I ven¬ 
tured to make the second knot and close the wound. From this moment 
not an unpleasant symptom followed, with the exception that for some 
weeks his memory was impaired, and he did not perfectly regain his sight. 
Both these faculties now (six months after the operation), seem to be of 
their natural strength. The last ligature came away on the 14th day, and 
in a day or two after the wound was united. To see whether allowing 
both ends of the ligature to remain, would, by the more copious suppura¬ 
tion which it might produce, expedite its detachment, I omitted in the 
latter instance, to cut off one end, but, as we have already stated, it was not 
separated until the 14th day. 

In less than a week from the last operation, the protruding growths, both 
from the nose and mouth, had dropped off. His tongue, which for weeks 
had been coated, became clean; his appetite good, and in a few weeks he 
was able to ride, as he did, some 30 miles. 

His strength is now about natural; the swelling in his face is constantly 
subsiding; there is no trace remaining either of the fungous mass in the 
nose, or of that which protruded from the mouth : and whatever may be the 
final result of the case, one thing is certain, that a patient, who, had it 
not been for the steps which have been taken, must, weeks ago, have been 
in his grave, is now in the enjoyment of tolerable health, and from present 
appearances bids fair to live for months, if not for years to come. 

Newburgh, New York, Feb. 1848. 


Art. VII.— Statistics of Large Surgical Operations. By Usher Parsons, 
M.D., formerly President of the Society. (Communicated for publication 
by the Rhode Island Medical Society, before whom it was read.) 

The medical profession have occasionally been favoured with valuable 
reports from hospital surgeons, on the results of large surgical operations 
that have occurred in hospital practice, particularly by Drs. Norris and 
Hayward, of this country, and by several European surgeons. It has 
occurred to me, that similar reports from private practitioners would pos¬ 
sess some interest. I therefore present the following brief summary of 
cases that have come under my care, during a practice of thirty-five years, 
hoping that other practitioners advanced in life, will pursue a similar 
course. 
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an inch beyond tiie lids. I cleared out the whole socket. He recovered to all ap¬ 
pearance perfectly, and remained well for more than two years, when the fungus 
grew again from the socket, and was beginning to project through the lids. I ope¬ 
rated again in May 1844, but found the socket filled with bony, as well as soft mate¬ 
rial. He died a few months after. 
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Of the above ttventy-four cases, twenty-two recovered, and two died, both 
within twelve hours after the operation. One of these, No. 16, probably 
had some internal injury. The other. No. 11, died within a few hours, 
without any such injury, or any assignable cause. I have always regretted 
that the operation had not been delayed at least twenty-four hours in both 
cases. It is not sufficient that the pulse be, by the use of stimulants, some¬ 
what improved, after a severe injury requiring amputation. The reaction 
should be well established, and this may require 24 hours. In cases 2, 3, 
and 4, which occurred in the battle of Lake Erie, I operated 24 hours after 
the injury, and they all did remarkably well, better, I am confident, judging 
from the two fatal cases, 11 and 15, than if I had operated on the day of 
the injury. 

In the four cases, Nos. 9,16,17,19, where the cause of amputation was 
fungus hematodesor cancer, the stumps all healed kindly, and they seemed 
to be doing well for some months ; but all proved fatal within one year, from 
cancer of the internal organs. 

Cases 20 and 22 presented ossified arteries in the amputated limbs. The 
operation was performed reluctantly, from an impression received from 
books that they would certainly prove fatal. Although there was room 
below the knee for making the stump in apparently sound parts, yet, from 
the ossified state of the arteries, it was deemed safer to go above it, where 
the pulsations could be felt. It was a fortunate decision, as subsequent 
examination of the limb showed the artery to be quite obstructed, below 
the division of the popliteal, by calcareous deposit. I should hereafter feel 
more confidence in amputation in gangrena senilis, by keeping this fact in 
view. 

The circular operation was performed in all but two of the 24 cases. No 
secondary hemorrhage ensued in any case. 

In the amputation at the ankle-joint, covering was obtained from the sides 
of the foot, the two projecting malleoli being sawn off. 

'Etherization was used in only one case, No. 23. 
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